
JOHN 5 

 

 

1. Why did the disabled people lie near 

the pool of Bethesda? 

 

 

2. How long had a certain man been 

sick? 

 

 

3. Jesus asked the man, “Do you want 

to get well?” because the man:x 

      a. Hadn’t asked Jesus for help 

      b. Didn’t know who Jesus was 

      c. Was likely a beggar and could lose  

            his income if he were healed 

      d. May have lost the will to get well 

      e. May have had a psychosomatic  

            illness 

 

[Is this question applicable today in 

areas other than physical health?x]   

 

 

 

 

4. What was the man really saying by 

his response to Jesus’ question?x  

      a. “Are you crazy - would I be lying 

            here if I didn’t want to get well? 

      b. “I don’t know - I’m so helpless.” 

      c. “If you help me into the pool when  

            the water stirs, I might get well.” 

      d. “I’ve been sick for so long I can’t 

             take responsibility for my life.” 

 

 

 

5. How soon after Christ’s command 

was the man made well? 

 

 

 

February 4, 2018 

 

 

 

6. Why were “the Jews” so upset? 

 

 

 

 
“THE JEWS” - “He came to that which was his 

own, but his own did not receive him.” (1:11) 

In John, “the Jews” occurs frequently, sometimes 

in a neutral sense, merely indicating nationality 

(as in 5:1), but often in a derogatory sense, 

designating Jesus’ opponents (as in 5:10, 16, 18).  

Yet Jesus and His disciples are all Jewish.  

Unlike Matthew, Mark, and Luke, which 

distinguish between different subgroups of 

Jewish people (mostly Pharisees and Sadducees), 

John rarely makes such distinction.  That the 

author of the Fourth Gospel saw no need to 

differentiate between various Jewish sects but 

merely combined all into a general heading, “the 

Jews”, probably indicates that he wrote for 

people living outside Judea.  For example, one 

normally does not use a designation such as “the 

Americans” when writing from inside America 

to Americans. He addresses people who, for 

example, might not know that “Jews do not 

associate with Samaritans” (4:9). -adapted from 

Michael Cosby, Portraits of Jesus. 

 

7. How do you suppose “the Jews” 

responded to the healed man’s 

testimony (vs. 15)?x 

 

 

 

 

8. Unlike the previous miracle 

performed in Galilee (4:46-54), 5:8-9 

makes no mention of the sick man by 

the pool in Jerusalem having any 

faith in Jesus.  Any significance to 

this?x 

 

 

 



9. What differences do you see between 

how the sick man responds to Jesus 

and how the official in 4:46-54 

responds to Jesus? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

10. What did Jesus mean later when he 

said to the man:  “See, you are well 

again.  Stop sinning or something 

worse may happen to you”?x 

      a. “You were sick because of sin.” 

      b. “You lost 38 years; don’t lose any 

             more.” 

      c. “The eternal consequences of sin  

             are worse than your illness.” 

      d. “You’ve got a fresh start in life -  

              don’t blow it.” 

 

 

11. For what 2 reasons did the Jews want 

to kill Christ? 

 

 

 

12. What new affirmations does Jesus 

make about himself and about His 

relationship or His equality with His 

Father in 5:16-47? 

 

 

 

About eternal life?  

 

 

 

About coming judgment? 

 

 

About the Scriptures? 

 

 

13. Explain vs. 22, 27 and John 3:17, so 

that they don’t contradict each 

other?x 

 

 

 

 

14. Vs. 25.  What “dead” is He referring 

to?x 

 

 

15. Vs. 29.  What aspect is used to 

separate the 2 groups? 

 

 

 

16. In the fourth Gospel, the concept of 

“witnesses” (testify) is developed to 

bring indictment against the Jews.  

To what four witnesses does Jesus 

appeal in 5:32-40? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

17. What is the promise in v.24?   

 

 

 

 

[ FOR CONSIDERATION:  When did 

you come to understand and believe this 

promise?     How did it affect your 

lifestyle?  Your life goals?] 

 

 

 

18. Who will accuse the Jews in the end? 

How? 

 

 

 

 

 


