
JOHN 3 

 

Jesus Teaches Nicodemus John 3:1-21 

1. What is the strong connection between 

the last two verses of chapter 2 and the 

first 2 verses of chapter 3?  (Notice the 

term, “man”) 

Know what’s in man 

Knows what’s in Nic 
 

 

2. What can we know about Nicodemus in 

3:1-2?   

Pharisee   Sanhedrin 
 

3. Why do you think Nicodemus visited 

Jesus at night?  Do you see any possible 

connection here with the “light / 

darkness” theme in 1:4-5?  (see also 

3:19-21)x 

19:38 –also feared Jews? 

 

 

 

 

4. Why did he believe Jesus was a teacher 

from God?  Signs 

 

 

5. Nicodemus’ statements to Jesus seem 

not only kind, but true - yet Jesus, 

instead of appreciating it - gets very 

direct with Nicodemus.  Why?x 

challenge 
 

 

 

6. What are the requirements for entry into 

the kingdom of God in the section?  

born again 
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Note:  The word in 3:3 and 3:7 that is 

translated “again” is the word anothen and 

can also mean “from above” (see if your 

bible has footnotes on this).  John the 

Baptist uses the same word 3:31 when he 

calls Jesus the one who comes “from 

above”. Jesus tells Pilate in 19:11, “You 

would have no power over me unless it had 

been given you ‘from above’” (anothen).  It 

seems Jesus intentionally uses words that 

have double meanings in this section.  The 

word for “Spirit” is pneuma.  But Jesus also 

uses pneuma to mean “wind” or “breath” in 

this section. 

 
 

 

7. According to Jesus, who is like the 

wind? One born of the Spirit 

 

 

 

 

8. Can you explain what that means?x 

Can’t define sp like phy 

 Yet see actuality and action 

You can see what it moves 

 

 

 

 

 

 

9. What strange parallel does Jesus make in 

verse 14?  (Read Numbers 21:4-9 if you 

want to know more) 

Snake in the desert 

lifted up come to it 

center of salvation 

 

 



10. Why did God send His son into the 

world? 

Not judged but be saved 

 

 

11. How do you think Nicodemus came 

away from this meeting with Jesus?x 

      a.  turned off 

      b.  enlightened 

      c.  totally confused 

      d.  with a lot to think about 

      e.  a secret follower of Jesus 

      f.  convinced in his mind but not in    

 his heart 

 

12. How will true belief show itself 

according to this section?  On a scale of 

1-10 - how would you rate your belief?  

Why? 

21 - lives in truth 

-seen actions testify to God 
 

John the Baptist’s Testimony About Jesus 

(3:22-36) 

13. Why was John baptizing in Aenon? 

Much water – 23 

 

14. What is the argument in this section 

about and who is arguing? 

25 - ceremonial washing 

John’s disciples & a certain Jew 

 

15. Why are the disciples of John concerned 

about the baptizing activity of Jesus? 26 

loyal to John        losing followers 
 

16. What is the point of the allegory of the 

bride and the bridegroom-vs. 29?x 

groom or friend 

Christ or John 
 

 

17. What has the Father given to the son? 

All things – 35 

 

18. Who shall not see life? 

Not obey – 36 

 

19. Who has life? 

Believer 36 

 

20. What about the person who believes but 

does not obey?x 

Does not fit  

 If believe, then obey 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


