
JOHN 20 
 

 

The Empty Tomb (1-9) 

 

1. What does the rest of the Bible tell us 

about Mary Magdalene?x 

Lk 8:2 – 7 demons 

Lk 8:3 – financially supported Jesus 

  (Why did he need support? Remember 

the fish with the tax money 

Not an emphasis in the Gospels 

Jn 19:25 –at the cross 

Mt 27:55-56 – saw his death 

Mk 16:9 – first to see risen Lord 

2. Who were the first two apostles to go to 

the empty tomp? 

3 -Peter and John 

 

 

3. What are some of the things that Mary, 

Peter and “the disciple whom he loved” 

(John) may have been thinking after vv. 

1-3?x 

body is stolen/moved 

 why 

 

 

4. Is there any significance to the fact that 

the beloved disciple (John) beat Peter to 

the tomb or was Peter just old and 

slow?x 

-younger 

-no seeming significance other than 

the human element in the writers 

accounts 

 

 

5. Why do you suppose John did not go 

into the tomb at first, but instead bent 

over to look in?x Fear? Insecure? 

 Also, why did Peter rush in?x  impulsive 
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6. What did John see that made him believe 

even though he did not fully understand 

the scriptures?  How might the 

description of the linen and its 

arrangement have effected John’s belief 

or faith? 

Not torn = miracle 

- if robbed - taken 

-if staged - ripped 

 

 
Jesus Appears to Mary Magdalene (10-18) 

 

7. In her answers to both the angels and to 

Jesus, before her recognizing them, what 

statement of faith is Mary making?x 

13 - My Lord 

She has a need to find him 

 

 

8. At first, what did Mary believe happened 

to the body of Jesus? 

13,15 – moved it, gardener  

 

 

9. What does Jesus mean in his statement 

to Mary in v. 17, “Do not hold onto me, 

for I have not yet returned to my 

father.......”? 

The verb translated “Touch me not” 

(KJV) is a present imperative and is 

probably better translated “Stop clinging 

to me” (NASB) 

 
 

 

 

Jesus Appears to his Disciples (19-23) 

 

10. When did Jesus first appear to His 

apostles? 

19 –evening of His resurrection  



 

11. “Peace be with you” was a common 

greeting of the day, but how significant 

is this greeting from Jesus now and his 

show of his wounds to the disciples?x  

Had Jesus told them of this joy before?x 

true peace 

actual Jesus in the flesh -resurrected 

16:20, 22 

14:27 

(grace touches sin / peace touches the 

conscience) 

 10 – guilt? 

           Judas – couldn’t forgive himself 

 Peter (Mk 16:7) 

12. Why were the doors shut? 

19 – fear of the Jews 

 

 

13. What does Jesus charge the disciples to 

do in v. 21 before he bestows the Holy 

Spirit upon them (v. 22)? 

Sent – go  

Mission is to go and spread the gospel, the 

power is in the Holy Spirit 

 

 

14. Knowing the mission that God charged 

Jesus with, and after looking at the 

mission that Jesus has charged the 

disciples with, above, what mission has 

the church been charged with and by 

whom?x 

  go - God 

       - X 

                             - H.S. 

          - apostles 

            - church 

 

 

15. Why was, and is, receiving the Holy 

spirit so valuable to disciples then, and 

to us now?x 

 Sign - presence of God 

          - power of God 

          - guidance of God 

          - water - fills/satisfies 

          - wind - breath/moves us 

                     - fire - power/_________ 

 

Jesus Appears to Thomas (24-31) 

 

16. Have you ever been or are now a 

“Doubting Thomas”?x   

 

 

17. What did Thomas first say to Jesus? 

28 – My Lord and my God 

-reluctant to  believe the impossible 

-not want hurt twice 

18. How does v. 29 make you feel about 

your belief and faith in Jesus? 

I am blessed 

 

 

 

19. What is the purpose for this gospel as 

declared by John?  And how does 

Thomas’ confession (v. 28) drive this 

purpose home? 

signs > written > believe > life 

 

 

20. Are all of the miracles of Jesus recorded 

for us? 

30 – no 

Implies many were not 

Makes you wonder what else he did 

 


