
 

Lesson 5 - Financial $upport 
Every ministry has expenses that are covered through the voluntary financial 

contributions of those who are interested in the work. There may be a lot of 

things that you can’t do personally, but with your financial gifts the ministry 

can be well funded and able to do all that God is calling us to do. 
At New Hope, the money you give is used to pay for staff alaries, benevolence needs, support for global 
workers (in the near future), various expenses for each ministry area (e.g.—children, student, small group, 
worship, etc.), outreach, etc.  

While we seek to manage our finances well, ministry is not inexpensive, so the willingness to support the 
church financially is an important part of church membership.  

Aside from the necessity of money to meet the practical needs of the church, the discipline of giving is 
spiritually beneficial. It helps you overcome the temptation to trust money instead of God, and it opens doors 
of blessing.  

The Bible has a lot to say about money and what our attitudes and actions should be in regards to it. The 
following scriptural principles can have a profound impact on the way you view and use money.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

   



Principles of 

Giving  
 

1. God owns everything  
Settling the issue of ownership is the first task of          
those who manage money well.  
Genesis 1:1  
In the beginning God created the heavens and the         
earth.  
Deuteronomy 10:14  
To the LORD your God belong the heavens, even         
the highest heavens, the earth and everything in it.  
1 Corinthians 6:19-20  
You are not your own; you were bought at a price.           
Therefore, honor God with your body.  
1 Corinthians 7:23  
You were bought at a price; do not become slaves          
of men.  

 

2. Making offerings as an         

act of worship  
Humanity has always had an impulse to worship        
God by making offerings. The following passages       
speak to what is acceptable to God in an offering          
and what is not.  
Genesis 4:2-7  
Now Abel kept flocks, and Cain worked the soil. In          
the course of time Cain brought some of the fruits          
of the soil as an offering to the LORD. But Abel           
brought fat portions from some of the firstborn of         
his flock. The LORD looked with favor on Abel and          
his offering, but on Cain and his offering he did not           
look with favor.  
Hebrews 11:4  
By faith Abel brought God a better offering than         
Cain did. By faith he was commended as        
righteous, when God spoke well of his offerings.  

 

3. Tithe  
Tithe means “tenth.” Offering a tenth of one’s crops 
or flocks or herds or money was prescribed by God 
in the Old Testament and has often been used as a 
starting place for Christian giving.  
Deuteronomy 12:6-7  
Bring your burnt offerings and sacrifices, your tithes 
and special gifts, what you have vowed to give and 
your free-will offerings, and the firstborn of your 
herds and flocks.  
There, in the presence of the LORD your God, you 
and your families shall eat and shall rejoice in 
everything you have put your hand to, because the 
LORD your God has blessed you.  
Genesis 14:18-20  
Then Melchizedek king of Salem brought out bread 
and wine. He was priest of God Most High, and he 
blessed Abram, saying, “Blessed be Abram by God 
Most High, Creator of heaven and earth. And 
blessed be God Most High, who delivered your 
enemies into your hand.” Then Abram gave him a 
tenth of everything.  
Malachi 3:8-12  
Will a man rob God? Yet you rob me.  
But you ask, “How do we rob you?” “In tithes and 
offerings. You are under a curse - the whole nation 
of you - because you are robbing me. Bring the 
whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be 
food in my house. Test me in this,” says the LORD 
Almighty, “and see if I will not throw open the 
floodgates of heaven and pour out so much 
blessing that you will not have room enough for it. I 
will prevent pests from devouring your crops, and 
the vines in your fields will not cast their fruit. Then 
all the nations will call you blessed, for yours will be 
a delightful land.  
Matthew 23:23  
Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you 
hypocrites! You give a tenth of your spices--mint, dill 
and cummin. But you have neglected the more 
important matters of the law--justice, mercy and 
faithfulness.  
You should have practiced the latter, without 
neglecting the former. 
  



 

4. The treasure (investment) 

principle 
All treasure on earth will eventually be lost, but we          
can use it to make investments which have an         
eternal value.  
1 Timothy 6:18-19  
Command them to do good, to be rich in good          
deeds, and to be generous and willing to share. In          
this way they will lay up treasure for themselves as a           
firm foundation for the coming age, so that they may          
take hold of the life that is truly life.  
Matthew 6:19-21  
Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth,         
where moth and rust destroy, and where thieves        
break in and steal. But store up for yourselves         
treasures in heaven, where moth and rust do not         
destroy, and where thieves do not break in and         
steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart         
will be also.  

 

5. Generosity  
God responds to generous deeds.  
Proverbs 11:24-25  
Give freely and become more wealthy; be stingy and lose          
everything. The generous will prosper; those who refresh        
others will themselves be refreshed. 
Luke 6:38  
Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure,           
pressed down, shaken together and running over,       
will be poured into your lap. For with the measure          
you use, it will be measured to you.  
2 Corinthians 9:6  
Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will      
also  reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously      
will also reap generously.  
2 Corinthians 9:10-11  
Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread          
for food will also supply and increase your store of          
seed and will enlarge the harvest of your        
righteousness. You will be made rich in every way         
so that you can be generous on every occasion, and          
through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving        
to God.  

6. Duty to support Christian 

workers  
They bless us in the spiritual realm, we bless them 
in the physical realm.  
1 Corinthians 9:14  
In the same way, the Lord has commanded that 
those who preach the gospel should receive their 
living from the gospel.  

 

7. First fruits  
We can always afford what we pay for first.  
Proverbs 3:9-10  
Honor the LORD with your wealth, with the 
first-fruits of all your crops; then your barns will be 
filled to over owing, and your vats will brim over with 
new wine.  
Romans 11:16  
If the part of the dough offered as first-fruits is 
holy, then the whole batch is holy; if the root is holy, 
so are the branches.  

 

8. Sacrificial  
Sacrifice means giving up something you want or 
need in order to achieve a higher goal.  
Luke 21:1-4  
As he looked up, Jesus saw the rich putting their 
gifts into the temple treasury. He also saw a poor 
widow put in two very small copper coins. I tell you 
the truth, he said, “this poor widow has put in more 
than all the others. All these people gave their gifts 
out of their wealth; but she out of her poverty put in 
all she had to live on.”  
2 Corinthians 8:5  
And they did not do as we expected, but they gave 
them- selves first to the Lord and then to us in 
keeping with God’s will. 
 

 
  



  
9. Prayerful  
God is the best financial adviser you’ll ever meet.  
Philippians 4:5-7  
The Lord is near. Do not be anxious about anything,          
but in everything, by prayer and petition, with        
thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the        
peace of God, which transcends all understanding,       
will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ         
Jesus.  

 

10. Consistent and 

proportional  
An established habit of giving makes a big impact         
over time.  
1 Corinthians 16:2  
On the first day of every week, each one of you           
should set aside a sum of money in keeping with his           
income, saving it up, so that when I come no          
collections will have to be made.  

 

11. Voluntary and cheerful  
It is not just the act, but the attitude in giving that 
honors God.  
2 Corinthians 9:7  
Each man should give what he has decided in his 
heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, 
for God loves a cheerful giver.  

 

12. Act of grace  
An act of grace is something that is done with God’s 
help through which God’s favor and power flows into 
the lives of others.  
2 Corinthians 8:6-7  
So we urged Titus, since he had earlier made a 
beginning, to bring also to completion this act of 
grace on your part. But just as you excel in 
everything—in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in 
complete earnestness and in your love for us — see 
that you also excel in this grace of giving.  

 

Some Practical Tips On Giving  
Pray about it. If you are married, pray about it together. It is important that you and your spouse 
agree on what to give.  

A suggestion: although the amount of your gift is ultimately between you and the Lord, many of us at 
New Hope have a guideline of giving 10% of our gross income to the church plus gifts in various 
amounts to global workers and other ministries.  

Start somewhere. If you’re not in the habit of giving regularly it will be helpful to just start with 
any amount—this will help you develop the discipline.  

Determine how you will give. Some people choose to put their gift in the offering plate each 
Sunday as an act of worship. Others periodically bring their gift by the church office. Still others set 
up an automatic draft for convenience and consistency. To give by draft, contact Polly at 
polly@castlerp.com 

 


