
Week 4 - Service 
In the last lesson we studied the importance of biblical beliefs and we 

explored New Hope’s core values, as well as our structure of leadership and 

ministry. There is one other element necessary to create a spiritually healthy 

church: a community of people devoted to Christ and growing in their love 

for God and others. What part do you play in the New Hope community?  

  
The church that makes a difference in the world is one in which the people are devoted to service, faithful 
in financial support of the ministry, authentic in worship, committed to nurturing healthy relationships and 
intentional about making disciples. The remaining chapters in Discovery will explore each of these aspects 
of church involvement.  

The Nature of a Servant  
Matthew 20:25-28 Jesus called them together and said, “You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it 
over them, and their high officials exercise authority over them. Not so with you. Instead, whoever wants to 
become great among you must be your servant, and whoever wants to be first must be your slave — just 
as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.”  

Philippians 2:5-7  Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus: Who, being in very nature 
God, did not consider equality with God something to be grasped, but made himself nothing, taking  the 
very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness.  

Ephesians 2:10 For we are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God 
prepared in advance for us to do.  

 

 

 



Spiritual Gifts  
The Bible teaches that God gives every believer one         
or more spiritual gifts that enable them to serve in a           
way that builds up the body of Christ. There is no           
exhaustive list of all the gifts of the Spirit in the New            
Testament. It is likely that any list is illustrative, not          
exhaustive. It is also possible for God to gift us          
temporarily for a specific purpose as He sees fit. We          
believe the gifts mentioned in the New Testament are         
distributed by the Holy Spirit for the benefit of the          
church.  
 
The following are spiritual gifts that are mentioned in         
Scripture. (For a definition of each gift see below).  
 

Administration / Organization (1 Corinthians 14:40) 
Discernment (1 Corinthians 12:10) 
Exhortation / Encouragement (Romans 12:8)  
Faith (1 Corinthians 12:9; 13:2) 
Giving (Romans 12:8) 
Healing (Acts 5:14-16)  
Helps / Service (1 Corinthians 12:28) 
Hospitality (1 Peter 4:9-10) 
Knowledge (1 Corinthians 12:8) 
Leadership  (Romans 12:8) 
Mercy (Romans 12:8) 
Miracles (Acts 5:12-14; Acts 14:3) 
Prophecy / Preaching (1 Cor. 14:3, 24, 25) 
Teaching  (1 Corinthians 14:26)) 
Wisdom (1 Corinthians 2:6-16; 12:8)  
Tongues (Acts 2:4-21; 10:46)  
Interpretation of Tongues (1 Corinthians 12:10, 30) 

Other possible gifts: 
Apostleship (Ephesians 4:11, 2 Timothy 1:11)  
Evangelism (Ephesians 4:11; Acts 8:26-40)  
Craftsmanship / Creative Communication (Exodus 
31:3-5)  
Intercession (Colossians 1:9-12)  
Music (1 Corinthians 14:26; Ephesians 5:18-19)  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
1 Corinthians 12:7-11 Now to each one the 
manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common 
good. To one there is given through the Spirit the 
message of wisdom, to another the message of 
knowledge by means of the same Spirit, to another faith 
by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by that 
one Spirit, to another miraculous powers, to another 
prophecy, to another distinguishing between spirits, to 
another speaking in different kinds of tongues, and to 
still another the interpretation of tongues. All these are 
the work of one and the same Spirit, and he gives them 
to each one, just as he determines.  
 

1 Corinthians 12:14-20  Now the body is not made 
up of one part but of many. If the foot should say, 
“Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body,” 
it would not for that reason cease to be part of the body. 
And if the ear should say, “Because I am not an eye, I 
do not belong to the body,” it would not for that reason 
cease to be part of the body. If the whole body were an 
eye, where would the sense of hearing be? If the whole 
body were an ear, where would the sense of smell be? 
But in fact God has arranged the parts in the body, 
every one of them, just as he wanted them to be. If they 
were all one part, where would the body be? As it is, 
there are many parts, but one body.  
 

1 Peter 4:10-11 Each one should use whatever gift 
he has received to serve others, faithfully administering 
God’s grace in its various forms. If anyone speaks, he 
should do it as one speaking the very words of God. If 
anyone serves, he should do it with the strength God 
provides, so that in all things God may be praised 
through Jesus Christ. To him be the glory and the 
power forever and ever. Amen.  
 

If you’re unsure of what spiritual gifts God has given          
you, here are a few things you can do: 
 

1. Ask other believers who know you well. Often it’s 
easier to see spiritual gifts in someone else than it 
is to see them in ourselves.  

 

2. Get involved in serving. Spiritual gifts are often 
discovered in the context of service, so serving in 
the church provides an opportunity for our gifts to 
be expressed.  

 

3. Take a spiritual gift assessment such as the one 
found at:  

www.lifeway.com/Article/Women-Leadership-S
piritual-gifts-growth-service 

http://www.lifeway.com/Article/Women-Leadership-Spiritual-gifts-growth-service
http://www.lifeway.com/Article/Women-Leadership-Spiritual-gifts-growth-service


 

Guidelines for Serving  
Every follower of Christ should be involved in service that builds up and blesses other people. But what 
kind of service? Here are four questions that can help you decide where and how to serve.  

 
What am I good at?  
You may want to experiment with different areas of service to discover areas of ability and giftedness.  

 
What do I enjoy?  
What a blessing to be able to serve others and build up the body by doing something you enjoy!  

 
What needs to be done?  
When Jesus washed the disciples’ feet (John 13) it was not because he was especially good at washing 
feet, or that he especially enjoyed it. A true servant just does things that need to be done.  

 
What does God want me to do?  
The answer to this question often comes through prayer and counsel, and experimenting with different 
areas of service.  
The process may surprise you!  

 
Gift assessment.   
Take the survey online at the following link:  
www.lifeway.com/lwc/files/lwcF_MYCS_030526_Spiritual_Gifts_Survey.pdf 

 

 

 

 

http://www.lifeway.com/lwc/files/lwcF_MYCS_030526_Spiritual_Gifts_Survey.pdf


Gift Definitions 
Administration / Organization  
(1 Corinthians 14:40)  
The supernatural ability to organize and manage       
people, resources, and time for effective ministry.       
The ability to coordinate many details in a        
purposeful and strategic manner, thus executing      
the plans of leadership.  
 
Discernment  
(1 Corinthians 12:10)  
The supernatural ability to distinguish right      
from wrong, truth from error, and to give        
an immediate evaluation based on God’s      
truth. The ability to discern whether the       
source of a person’s motives (or an       
experience) is from Satan, self, or God’s       
Spirit.  
 
Exhortation / Encouragement  
(Romans 12:8)  
The supernatural ability to motivate God’s      
people to apply and act on biblical       
principles, especially when they are     
discouraged or wavering in their faith. The       
supernatural ability to bring out the best in        
others (by encouragement or rebuke) and      
challenge them to develop their potential.  
 
Faith  
(1 Corinthians 12:9; 13:2)  
The supernatural ability to trust God for       
what cannot be seen and to act on God’s         
promises, regardless of what the     
circumstances indicate. The willingness to     
risk failure in pursuit of a God-given vision,        
expecting God to handle the obstacles.  
 
 

 
Giving  
(Romans 12:8)  
The supernatural ability to generously and      
cheerfully contribute material resources    
and/or money so that the Body may grow        
and be strengthened. The supernatural     
ability to earn and manage money so it        
may be given to support the ministry of        
others.  
 
Healing  
(Acts 5:14-16)  
The supernatural ability, at the prompting      
and through the power of the Holy Spirit, to         
bring about in specific instances physical,      
emotional or spiritual healing.  
 
Helps / Service  
(1 Corinthians 12:28)  
The supernatural ability to recognize     
unmet needs in the church family, and       
take the initiative to provide practical      
assistance quickly, cheerfully, and without     
a need for recognition. The propensity to       
invest your own talents, time and energy in        
helping someone else accomplish the     
purposes of Christ, thus helping others      
increase the effectiveness of their own      
ministry.  
 
Hospitality  
(1 Peter 4:9-10)  
The supernatural ability to make others      
feel warmly welcomed, accepted,    
comfortable, and/or the supernatural ability     
to coordinate social factors that promote       
fellowship.  



 
Knowledge  
(1 Corinthians 12:8)  
The supernatural ability to know something  
apart from any objective means.  
 

Leadership  
(Romans 12:8)  
The supernatural ability to clarify and 
communicate the purpose and direction 
(“vision”) of a ministry in a way that attracts 
others to get involved. The supernatural 
ability to motivate others to get involved in 
the effective accomplishment of ministry. 
The supernatural ability to motivate others 
by example to work together in 
accomplishing a ministry goal.  
 

Mercy  
(Romans 12:8)  
The supernatural ability to detect physical, 
mental and emotional pain and empathize 
with those who are suffering, whether in or 
outside of the church family. The 
supernatural ability to provide 
compassionate and cheerful support to 
those experiencing distress, crisis, or pain.  
 

Miracles  
(Acts 5:12-14; Acts 14:3)  
The supernatural ability, at the prompting 
and in the power of the Holy Spirit, to effect 
acts, events or conditions outside the realm 
of natural causes and effects, yet which are 
readily discernible through the natural 
senses.  
 
 
 
 
 

Prophecy / Preaching  
(1 Cor. 14:3, 24, 25)  
The supernatural ability to publicly 
communicate a word from God in an 
inspired way that convinces unbelievers 
and both challenges and comforts 
believers. The ability to persuasively 
declare God’s will. It may include the 
supernatural ability to predict or foretell 
future events.  
 

Teaching  
(1 Corinthians 14:26)  
The supernatural ability to educate God’s 
people by clearly explaining and applying 
truth in a way that brings understanding 
and enlightenment.  
 

Wisdom  
(1 Corinthians 2:6-16; 12:8)  
The supernatural ability to discern the 
divine purpose in the mind and will of God 
concerning specific circumstances or life 
situations.  
 

Tongues  
(Acts 2:4-21; 10:46)  
The supernatural ability to speak in a 
language unknown to the speaker that 
declares the mighty deeds of God, gives 
thanks to and blesses God, but which may 
be discernable to a person familiar with that 
language (1 Cor. 12:10, 28,30; 14:14-17, 
22).  
 

Interpretations of Tongues  
(1 Corinthians 12:10, 30)  
The supernatural ability to interpret or fully 
explain in the common language of those 
present what was spoken by another 
exercising their spiritual gift of tongues.  



 
 
Other possible gifts:  
 
Apostleship 
(Ephesians 4:11, 2 Timothy 1:11)  
One who has been called out and set apart 
by the Holy Spirit and, through the church, 
sent out to preach the gospel, proclaim the 
word of God; teaching, exhorting, and 
strengthening the souls of those who 
respond to their message. It is a 
multi-gifted person whose ministry is to 
exercise the gifts given in establishing new 
churches (Acts 13:2-5, 14:3, 21-23; 
Romans 15:20).  
 
Evangelism 
(Ephesians 4:11; Acts 8:26-40)  
A gifted person equipped for a special 
ministry primarily to unbelievers to 
communicate the Good News of Jesus in a 
positive, non-threatening way. (Note: Philip, 
who was one of “the seven” original 
deacons, is the only named evangelist 
(Acts 21:8) although Paul told Timothy to 
“do the work of an evangelist”. The only 
other use of the term is in Ephesians. It 
literally means “one who preaches the good 
news” (Acts 21:8; 2 Timothy 4:5).  
 
Craftsmanship / Creative 
Communication  
(Exodus 31:3-5)  
The supernatural ability to build, maintain, 
or beautify the place of worship for God’s 
glory. The ability to express worship for 
God’s glory. The ability to express worship 
through a variety of art forms.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Intercession 
(Colossians 1:9-12)  
The supernatural ability to pray for the 
needs of others in the church family over 
extended periods of time on a regular 
basis. The ability to persist in prayer and 
not be discouraged until the answer arrives.  
 
Music   
(1 Corinthians 14:26; Ephesians 5:18-19)  
The supernatural ability to celebrate God’s 
presence through music, either vocal or 
instrumental, and to participate in leading 
the church family in worship.  


