
Our Response to God’s Grace 

Throughout the story Satan is at war with God and his Son and mankind. But those who 
have put their faith in Jesus also have an identity that bestows upon them incredible power 
and benefits, and enables them to stand strong against their enemy. In this lesson, you will 
learn how to begin a relationship with Jesus and the truth about the identity of those who 
belong to him.  
 
The Gospel (literally, Good News) is the message about how Jesus Christ is redeeming the 
fallen creation, and how we can have an amazing new identity in Christ. The Gospel 
message can be presented in four parts:  

Part 1: God’s love & His plan  
God created us in His own image to be His friends and 
to experience a full life—rightly relating to him, one 
another and creation.  

Gen 1:26-31 Then God said, “Let us make man in our 
image, in our likeness, and let them rule over the fish of 
the sea and the birds of the air and over all the creatures 
that move along the ground. 

So God created man in his own image, in the image of 
God he created him; male and female he created them. 
God blessed them and said to them, “Be fruitful and 
increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it. Rule 
over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air and over 
every living creature that moves on the ground....  

God saw all that he had made, and it was very good.”  

God’s purposes will be achieved. The time will come 
when full fellowship between God and man will be 
established, and all creation will be redeemed.  

Revelation 21:1-4 Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the 
first earth had passed away, and there was no longer any sea. I saw the Holy City, the new 
Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for 
her husband. And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Now the dwelling of God is 
with men, and he will live with them. They will be his people, and God him-self will be with 
them and be their God.  



Part 2: Our problem: separation from God 

A lot happens between Genesis 1 and Revelation 21! God created us in His own image to 
have abundant (meaningful) life, but he did not make us robots to automatically love and obey 
Him. He gave us a will and a freedom of choice.  

Starting with Adam and Eve, every human (except Jesus) chose to disobey God and go their 
own willful way. This results in separation from God.  

Genesis 2:15-17 The Lord God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to work it 
and take care of it. And the Lord God commanded the man, “You are free to eat from any tree 
in the garden; but you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for when 
you eat of it you will surely die.”  

Genesis 3:1-7 Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the wild animals the Lord God 
had made. He said to the woman, “Did God really say, ‘You must not eat from any tree in the 
garden?”  

The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat fruit from the trees in the garden, but God did 
say, ‘You must not eat fruit from the tree that is in the middle of the garden, and you must not 
touch it, or you will die.’”  

“You will not surely die,” the serpent said to the woman. “For God knows that when you eat of 
it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.”  

When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food and pleasing to the eye, and 
also desirable for gaining wisdom, she took some and ate it. She also gave some to her 
husband, who was with her, and he ate it. Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and 
they realized they were naked; so they sewed fig leaves together and made coverings for 
themselves.  

Adam and Eve set the pattern for the rest of us!  

Romans 3:23 For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God....  

Isaiah 59:2 ...your iniquities have separated you from your God; your sins have hidden his 
face from you so that he will not hear.  

Romans 6:23a For the wages of sin is death....      

Part 3: The failure of human effort  

We seem to be instinctively aware of the separation between us and God. How can this 
separation be overcome? All the religions of the world can be understood as misguided 



attempts to bridge the gap. On our own there is no way we can attain the perfection needed 
to be right with God.  Through the ages individuals have tried many ways with no success.  

Here are a few things that some people believe will set them right with God:  

• Attending church services or Mass regularly  
• Growing up in a Christian family  
• Trying hard to be a good person  
• Praying or reading the Bible faithfully  

Proverbs 14:12 There is a way that seems right to a man, but in the end it leads to death.”  

Part 4: God’s solution: giving Himself  

Though we cannot get right with God through our own efforts, God himself has provided a 
way. Jesus Christ, the Son of God, is the only answer to this problem. In His death on the 
cross He paid the price for all our sin. When He rose from the grave He opened a way for us 
to have eternal life.  

Romans 5:8 But God demonstrates His own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, 
Christ died for us.  

I Peter 3:18 For Christ died for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, to bring 
you to God....  

Romans 5:1 ...we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ....  

Romans 6:23 For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus 
our Lord.  

1 Peter 1:3 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he 
has given us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the 
dead....  

John 10:10b (words of Jesus) ...I have come that they may have life, and have it to the 
fullest.  

Amazing grace! When there was nothing we could do to be reconciled to God, He gave his 
Son and showed us undeserved kindness and favor.  

Part 5: Our response  
How do we take advantage of what Jesus has done? Believe! Eternal, abundant life is a gift 
for us to receive.  



John 3:16 For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only son, that whoever 
believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal life.  

John 5:24 I tell you the truth, whoever hears my word and believes Him who sent me has 
eternal life and will not be condemned; he has crossed over from death to life.  

Romans 10:9-11 That if you confess with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your 
heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. For it is with your heart that you 
believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you confess and are saved. As the 
Scripture says, “Anyone who trusts in him will never be put to shame.”  

Believing in Jesus means that:  

I acknowledge that my sin has separated me from God. I believe that Jesus died to pay for 
my sins, and his resurrection has opened the way for us to have eternal life. I turn away from 
my sin (repent) and choose to follow Jesus.  

What Next?  

One important step is to be baptized (immersed in water).  

Baptism: What is it?  
The following passages teach about baptism:  

Matthew 28:19 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name 
of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

Acts 2:38 Peter replied, “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus 
Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.”  

Romans 6:3-4 Or don’t you know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were 
baptized into his death? We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in 
order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may 
live a new life.  

1 Peter 3:21 And this water symbolizes baptism that now saves you also—not the removal 
of dirt from the body but the pledge of a good conscience toward God. It saves you by the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ.  

There are a variety of views on baptism in our world today. A church of New Hope will urge 
you to take very seriously the clear command of Scripture that “believers” (not infants) should 
be baptized. We believe the New Testament form of baptism is by immersion. (The Greek 
word for baptism literally means “to immerse”). There are no guidelines as to ‘who’ baptizes 
you.  

“The believing, obedient, and humble heart opens the vessel of 



our soul allowing God’s gift of salvation to fill to overflowing.”  

If you would like to study baptism in greater detail, please let your small group leader know. 
We will included an article on baptism by Max Lucado in Appendix A, page 41. Here are a 
couple of excerpts from that article:  

 

“Don’t allow baptism to be something it is not. Apart from the cross it has no significance. If 
you are trusting a dunk in the water to save you, you have missed the message of grace. 
Beware of dogmatism. No one this side of heaven can fully understand the majesty of 
baptism. Watch out for the one who claims to have a corner on the issue, especially if that 
person is in your mirror.”  

“Don’t prevent baptism from being what God intended. This is no optional command. This is 
no trivial issue. It is a willing plunge into the power and promise of Christ. Baptism is the first 
step of a believer. If it was important enough for Jesus to command, isn’t it important enough 
for you to obey? And if it was important enough for Jesus to do, isn’t it important enough for 
you to follow?”  

One thing we can agree on is that salvation is a faith experience. Christ made it clear during 
His ministry that God’s utmost concern is our heart. In the midst of words spoken and actions 
taken, God sees the heart.  The believing, obedient, and humble heart opens the vessel of 
our soul allowing God’s gift of salvation to fill to overflowing.  

We believe that it is no accident that the first one to accept the crucified Christ had no creed, 
confirmation, christening, or catechism. He was unchurched, irreligious, a career criminal who 
didn’t even know how to pray; but the feeble faith of a dying crook in a dying Messiah gained 
for him the most sought after prize of all religions. The thief on the cross reminds us that it is 
Jesus who saves.  

Baptism is a beautiful uniting with the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus.  Read again 
Romans 6:3-4. 

Romans 6:3-4 Or don’t you know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were 
baptized into his death? We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in 
order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may 
live a new life.  

Assurance that you are right with God: 

If you believe in and are trusting Christ, then the Bible says that you can be sure you have 
eternal life.  

Romans 10:13 ...everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.  

1 John 5:12-13 He who has the Son has life; he who does not have the Son of God does 



not have life. I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God so that 
you may know that you have eternal life.  

John 1:12 Yet to all who received Him, to those who believed in His name, He gave the 
right to become children of God.  

A New Identity  
When we choose to follow Jesus we receive a new identity.  
2 Cor 5:17 says, … “if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come!” 
Who I WAS before Christ came into my life... 
My mind was set on what my sin nature wanted (Rom. 8:5; Eph. 2:3). 
Because my mind was set on the flesh, that was death. I was locked into an existence separate from God  (Rom. 
8:6; Eph. 2:12; Col. 1:21). 
My mind was blinded by Satan.  I was unable to see the truth of the gospel of Christ (2 Cor. 4:4; Eph. 2:2). 
My mind was hostile to God (Rom. 8:7). 
I was an enemy of God (Rom. 5:10; Col. 1:21). 
My mind was rebellious—unable and unwilling to submit to God (Rom. 8:7). 
I was unable to please God (Rom. 8:8). 
I was a slave to sin (Rom. 6:20-21). 
I was a captive slave to Satan (2 Tim. 2:26). 
I used to follow the sinful ways of this world and the ways of Satan (Eph. 2:2). 
I was spiritually dead in my sins (Eph. 2:1). 
Even my best efforts at doing what was right and being a good person were horribly corrupted by my sinful 
mind (Isa. 64:6; Titus 1:15). 
I was separated from God (Isa. 59:1-2; Eph. 2:12). 
I was under the wrath of God and had no hope (Eph. 2:3; John 3:36; Eph. 2:12) 

Who I AM now, because I am in Christ...  
I am salt for other people on earth (Matt. 5:13). 
I am light for the world (Matt. 5:14). 
I am a child of God (John 1:12). 
I am part of the true vine, joined to Christ and able to produce lots of fruit (John 15:1-5). 
I am Christ’s chosen friend (John 15:15).  
I am chosen by Christ to bear fruit (John 15:16).  
I am Christ’s personal witness sent out to tell everybody about Jesus (Acts 1:8). 
I am a slave of righteousness who pleases God (Rom. 6:18). 
I am enslaved to God. is makes me holy and gives me eternal life (Rom. 6:22). 
I am a son of God; I can call Him my Father (Rom. 8:14-15; Gal. 3:26; 4:6). 
I am promised an inheritance and will share in the glory of Christ (Rom. 8:17). 
I am a temple where the Holy Spirit lives. His Spirit and His life live in me (1 Cor. 3:16; 6:19). 
I am united to the Lord and am one spirit with Him (1 Cor. 3:16; 6:19). 
I am a part of Christ’s body, a member of His family (1 Cor. 12:27). 
I am a new person, my past is forgiven and everything is new (2 Cor. 5:17). 
I am at peace with God. He has given me the work of making peace between Himself and others 2 
Cor 5:18-19 
I am a son of God and one in Christ with other Christians (Gal. 3:26-28) 
I am God’s child and will be given the inheritance He has promised (Gal. 4:6-7). 



I am a saint, a holy one (Eph. 1:1; Phil. 1:1, Col. 1:2). 
I am God’s masterpiece—His building project—made new in Christ to do His work (Eph 2:10). 
I am a citizen of heaven with the rest of God’s family (Eph. 2:19). 
I am a prisoner of Christ, so I can help others (Eph. 3:1; 4:1). 
I am righteous and holy (Eph. 4:24). 
I am a citizen of heaven seated with Christ in heaven right now (Phil. 3:20; Eph. 2:6). 
I am hidden with Christ in God (Col. 3:3). 
I am an expression of the life of Christ because He is my life (Col. 3:4). 
I am chosen of God, holy and dearly loved, one of His special people (Col. 3:12; 1 Thess. 1:4). 
I am a son of light and belong to the light and not to darkness (1 Thess. 5:5). 
I am chosen to be part of God’s heavenly calling (Heb. 3:1). 
I am part of Christ; I share in His life (Heb. 3:14). 
I am one of God’s living stones, being built up in Christ as a spiritual house (1 Pet. 2:5). 
I am a member of a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for God’s own 
possession 1 Pet. 2:9 
I am an alien and stranger to this world in which I temporarily live (1 Pet. 2:11). 
I am an enemy of the devil (1 Pet. 5:8). 
I am a child of God and I will be like Christ when He returns (1 John 3:1-2). 
I am born of God, and the evil one, the devil, cannot touch me (1 John 5:18). 
I am now acceptable to God (justified).  I’m completely forgiven, I live at peace with Him (Rom. 5:1). 
I am no longer a slave to sin; the person I used to be died with Christ, and now sin has no rule over 
my life (Rom. 6:1-6). 
I belong to Jesus and won’t be punished; I’m free from all punishment (condemnation) that my sin has 
brought on me (Rom. 8:1). 
I have been placed into Christ by God’s doing (1 Cor. 1:30). 
I have been given God’s Spirit to dwell in me so I can recognize the blessings that God has given me 
1 Cor 2:12 
I have been given the mind of Christ; I can understand what He is thinking (1 Cor. 2:16). 
I have been bought with a price; I am not my own; I belong to God (1 Cor. 6:19-20). 
I am God’s possession, secure in Him (sealed) because I have been given the Holy Spirit as a 
promise guaranteeing me that I will receive all that God has stored up for His people (2 Cor. 1:21-22; 
Eph. 1:13-14. 
I have died with Christ; therefore, I no longer have to live for myself. I can live for Christ 2 Cor 5:14 - 
15 
I have been made acceptable to God (righteous) (2 Cor. 5:21). 
I have been crucified with Christ, and it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me. e life I am now 
living is Christ’s life (Gal. 2:20). 
I have been blessed with every spiritual blessing in heaven through Christ (Eph. 1:3). 
I was chosen in Christ before the world was created to be holy and without blame before Him (Eph. 
1:4) 
I was chosen by God (predestined) to be adopted as His child (Eph. 1:5). 
I have been bought out of slavery to sin (redeemed) and forgiven, and I have been given His 
awesome grace (Eph. 1:7-8). 
I have been made alive together with Christ (Eph. 2:5). 
I have been raised up and seated with Christ in heaven (Eph. 2:6). 
I have direct access to God through the Spirit (Eph. 2:18). 
I may approach God with courage, freedom, and confidence (Eph. 3:12). 
I have been rescued from the dark power of Satan’s rule -have been brought into the kingdom of 
Christ Col 1:13 
I have been forgiven of all my sins and set free. The debt against me has been canceled (Col.1:14). 



I have Christ living in me, the hope of glory (Col. 1:27) 
I am firmly rooted in Christ and am now being built up in Him (Col. 2:7). 
I have been made complete in Christ (Col. 2:10). 
I have been buried, raised, and made alive with Christ (Col.2: 12-13). 
I died with Christ and I have been raised up with Christ. My life is now hidden with Christ in God. 
Christ is now my life (Col. 3:1-4). 
I have been given a spirit of power, love, and self-control and not a spirit of fear (2 Tim. 1:7). 
I have been saved and set apart according to God’s plan (2 Tim. 1:9; Titus 3:5). 
I have been made holy and have been set apart (sanctified) into Christ’s family; that’s why He is not 
ashamed to call me His brother/sister (Heb. 2:11). 
I have the right to come bravely before the throne of God. I will be treated with kindness and I will find 
help (Heb. 4:16). 
I have been given great and awesome promises so that His nature would become part of me (2 Pet. 
1:4). 
Adapted from: Neil T. Anderson, Victory Over The Darkness (Ventura, CA: Regal Books, 1990), p.57-59  


